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Standard—
between 36 and 
54 inches

Mini—36 
inches or less 
at withers

Mammoth—
greater than 54 
inches







Domestic horses- 64 chromosomes

Domestic donkey- 62 chromosomes

Mule / Hinny- 63 chromosomes

Both crosses considered sterile even though 
there are some documented cases of  fertility 
in the female mule & hinny



































STUBBORN: Unreasonably obstinate

TERRIFIED!



Clamped nostrils

Tension around mouth

Uneven nostrils

Semi-closed eyes

Visible sclera
The Donkey Sanctuary. The 
Clinical Companion of the 
Donkey. 1st Edition. Leicestershire 
(United Kingdom): Matador; 2017. 
p. 14.





• Inappetence
• Dullness
• Sham eating
• Lowered head (swelling of  muzzle)
• Unresponsive ears
• Lowered ear carriage (“helicopter”)
• Social isolation

• Increased recumbency
• Decreased recumbency
• Weight shifting
• Hypersalivation, drooling, difficulty 

chewing
• Tail twitching (different from tail swishing 

associated with aggression)

















Burden, F. Practical feeding and condition scoring for donkeys and mules. Equine 
vet Educ 2012; 24 (11) 589-596. 







https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/for-owners/donkey-health-and-welfare/donkey-weight-management

Weight loss should be gradual, no more than 2% BW lost per month











Matthews et al. Veterinary Care of Donkeys (IVIS) updated 2009









https://view.pagetiger.com/EnvironmentalEnrichmentforDonkeys/EnvironmentEnrichmentfordonkeys
https://iawti.vetmed.ucdavis.edu
/donkeys-and-mules/symposium

















https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/what-we-do/for-professionals/resources/clinical-companion
https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/what-we-do/for-professionals/resources/clinical-companion
https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/what-we-do/for-professionals/resources/clinical-companion-dentistry
https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/what-we-do/for-professionals/resources/clinical-companion-dentistry
https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/what-we-do/knowledge-and-advice/for-owners/donkey-care-handbook
https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/what-we-do/knowledge-and-advice/for-owners/donkey-care-handbook
https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/what-we-do/knowledge-and-advice/for-owners/donkey-health-and-welfare
https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/what-we-do/knowledge-and-advice/for-owners/donkey-health-and-welfare
https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/what-we-do/knowledge-and-advice/for-owners/feeding-your-donkeys
https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/what-we-do/knowledge-and-advice/for-owners/feeding-your-donkeys
https://vimeo.com/donkeywelfare


“To be yourself  in a world that is constantly trying to make you 
something else is the greatest accomplishment.”

-Ralph Waldo Emerson

THANK YOU!
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