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Wild Horses: Integral to America's Cultural Fabric

e Wild horses and burros are federally
protected by the Wild Free-Roaming
Horses and burros Act of 1971

e Only other species to be protected by
federal law like this is the Bald Eagle

e Now over /0,000 wild horses and burros
are found in 10 Western States
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/\ Current State of Wild Horses and Burros

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM)'s management is
costly and cruel.
o This year 18,000 wild horses and burros will be
rounded up
o The price tag is $157M taxpayer funds for FY23

e The BLM’'s holding system is overburdened
o Over 62,000 wild horses and burros are currently
languishing in holding

e This is an unsustainable system
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/\ Enter: The Adoption Incentive Program

e The AIP was implemented in 2019

e Pays adopted $1,000 to adopt up to four wild,
unhandled BLM animals

o All adopters sign, under penalty of prosecution,
they will not knowingly sell or transfer ownership to
a person or organization that intends to slaughter
the animal

e AWHC knew this program would result in disaster
for wild horses and burros




Investigation Findings

e Over 2,700 wild horses and burros
documented in kill pens

e 855 were able to be identified by BLM brand

e FOIA records prove that 70.5% of identified
animals in kill pens have been adopted
through the AIP

e Groups of related individuals are defrauding
the system and raking in upwards of $82,000
of tax payer funded incentives

e Tip of the iceberg




The Use of FOIA

e AWHC regularly files FOIA requests on:

o Brands identified in kill pens

o Communications with BLM related to

auctions

o Adoption records

o Filed litigation 3X to obtain records
e Filed FOIAs with various state Depts of Ag
e Filed FOIAs with the USDA
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Inspiring Change

e AWHC's investigation’s was the basis for a
New York Times exposé

e Congress was outraged Cu

Wild Horses Adopte 4 Un der a Federal

Program Are Going tor.Slaughter

e BLM enacted two sets of reform to the
program, but both fall short of true
protections for wild horses and burros The bureau has refused to provide lists of adopters. But an

informal network of wild-horse advocates has pieced together
what is happening by using donated money to outbid kill t ayers
at auctions. That way, they spare mustangs from slaughter a;
obtain title papers that detail the horses’ ownership histor '
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The Impact on Rescues

e The AIP has forced smaller, privately funded
rescues to shoulder the consequences of the
BLM’s mismanaged program

e Influx of wild, unhandled horses and burros
into the rescue market

e Many rescues may not be set up for wild
horses and burros

e AWHC's grants program has funded the
rescue, vet care, and transportation of rescues
as well as provided capacity building grants




If Not AIP Then What?

e Investin responsible adoption and sale
programs
o Abandon the cash component of the AlP,
offer vet vouchers
o Investigate and prosecute violations

e Work with rescues to place older, or disabled
horses and burros

e Prioritize in-the-wild conservation solutions
like fertility control
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Questions?

amelia@americanwildhorse.org



