
Strengthening Relationships
between Rescuers and Law

Enforcement

Equine Allies



Supporting Law
Enforcement

Agencies in Maryland
and throughout the

Eastern United
States since 1989



DeEtte Hillman

Equine Programs Director

Certified Equine Investigator
Former Equine Humane Investigator for the State of Illinois
Former Shelter Manager for the Humane Society of Central
Illinois
Certified in Technical Large Animal Rescue & Lead of ERT
Director of DEFHR’s intake, rehabilitation, retraining, and
adoption programs
Keeper of Records for DEFHR and court witness on behalf of
the prosecution
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 A Rescue’s Perspective
Considerations for working with law enforcment.

Define Your Relationship Best Practices

Overcoming Pain Points Opening Doors for Collaboration



Mission focused

Vision driven

Education-based

Resource allocation

Financial assistance

Determine
the objectives

of your
relationship



Where can
you help?

Personnel
Equipment/Materials

Local, state, and national
industry partners

Logistics 
Networking
Collaborators

Records management
Financial assistance



Best
Practices

1

2

3

Clearly defined objectives

Firmly established protocols

Detailed Standard Operating
Procedures



Knowledge is Vital
Connection is Key

State animal welfare laws.
Local codes and ordinances.
Due process of the law.

Be a student!
Law enforcement agencies.
State’s Attorney’s Office.
State Veterinarian.
Attorney General’s Office.

Build relationships!



Be an effective leader

Clear communication

Train in Incident Command

FEMA Course: ICS 100

Work within the
boundaries of the law

Advocate for change

Pain Points: Lessons Learned
Imperfect laws. Imperfect justice system. Enforcement by Imperfect People.



MOU  = Clear
Communication



Open Doors to Collaboration

Creative ways to
make an impact!



programs@defhr.org

301-854-5037 x 1004

DeEtte Hillman

THANK YOU!


