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The EQUUS Foundation 

was born in 2003 from 

the love of the equestrian 

sport and the critical 

need to provide care to 

horses after their sport 

careers are over.

How did the EQUUS Foundation get started?



Our Mission

The EQUUS Foundation is 

the only national animal 

welfare charity and 

accrediting body in the 

United States 100% 

dedicated to the dual 

mission of protecting 

America's horses from peril 

and strengthening the bond 

between people and horses. 

EQUUS Foundation Today



Horses Are Our Partners – Not Commodities

Our Vision
• All horses naturally 
transition from one chapter to 
the next without risk of abuse, 
neglect and slaughter.

• All horses involved in any 
role and in any capacity - as 
athletes, companions, 
laborers, teachers and healers 
- are safe, healthy and treated 
with dignity as partners.



The EQUUS 

Foundation provides 

the opportunity for 

equine charities to 

achieve recognition 

and financial 

support.

EQUUS Foundation Programs



EQUUS Foundation Equine Welfare Network

Connecting individuals and organizations in the equine community with the goal of 
building a support base of equine advocates and affecting change. 

Visit: https://equusfoundation.org/network

https://equusfoundation.org/network


In addition to 

recognition and 

financial support, 

the EQUUS 

Foundation offers a 

variety of programs 

and resources to 

assist equine 

charities to achieve 

their goals.

EQUUS Foundation Programs



Fundraising Programs for Participating Charities

The EQUUS Foundation conducts 

fundraising campaigns specifically for 

its Guardians and Mentors.



Ensuring donor dollars are invested in effective programs 

Why Join?
-- Public recognition that your charity is 

transparent and accountable to the public

 -- Public recognition that the welfare of 
America’s horses is paramount

Social License to Operate

-- Access to resources to assist your charity
 in achieving your goals

-- Funding
Attainment of the Guardian Designation 

guarantees a minimum grant of $500

Take the First Step!

• Check if your charity is eligible: 
equusfoundation.org/eligibility/member

• Submit the application request:  
equusfoundation.org/join-us/charity

Application Cycle
September 15 – October 15



What Your Equine Welfare Network Profile Will Display

Mission and Programs
• Mission Statement
• Description of your Equine 

Transition Services – Rescue, 
Rehabilitation, Retraining, 
Re-homing, Retirement

• Description of your 
Community Outreach and 
Education Programs

• Description of your Facility 
(Facilities)

Practices
• Equine Care
• Biosecurity 
• Emergency
• Governance, Staff and 

Volunteers
• Financial Reporting

Policies
• Acquisition
• Intake, Assessment 
    and Training
• Breeding
• Euthanasia
• Re-homing

Review our participation requirements at equusfoundation.org/eligibility 



More about Requirements

Euthanasia

The following practices are required in order to participate on 
the Equine Welfare Network:

. The organization adheres to a policy which does not permit 
euthanasia of equines on the sole basis of needing space.

. The organization has a policy in place that an equine will be 
euthanized upon the recommendation of the veterinarian after 
all reasonable treatment options have been explored.

. The organization has a practice in place to euthanize an equine 
upon the recommendation of the veterinarian that the equine is 
a threat/danger to itself, other equines, other animals or people 
after all other remedies have been explored, excluding if, upon 
the recommendation of the veterinarian, the only remaining 
remedy is isolation from other equines, animals, and people, 
and that the safety of other equines, animals and people can be 
guaranteed.

Re-homing
Your charity will be required to  upload your re-homing agreement if 
equines are re-homed. We require that the following statement be 
included/reflected in your re-homing agreement.

Any individual or organization in possession of the equine as of 
the date of the agreement and any time thereafter is bound to 
not sell the equine at auction for slaughter or allow the equine 
to be sold, transferred, released, or otherwise placed into 
possession of any person or organization that will cause or allow 
the equine to be sold at auction for slaughter.

It is the position of the EQUUS Foundation that including this 
verbiage in the agreement reflects the shared recognition of 
the organization and the adopter that equines continue to be 
inhumanely 'slaughtered' and the shared commitment of the 
organization and the adopter to ensure that the equine be 
protected from slaughter for his or her lifetime.



Verification of Equine Welfare Network Profile

Code of Conduct
Your charity will be expected to abide 
by the EQUUS Foundation Code of 
Conduct which is based on 
collaboration with other equine 
charities and refraining from public 
criticism of other charities.

The EQUUS Foundation does not 
condone harassment in social media 
and other public forums.

Site Visits
We do not regularly conduct site visits of  
Applicants, Members, Guardians and 
Mentors. Once approved as a Member, 
your charity’s veterinarian will be 
required to complete a confidential 
veterinary assessment annually.

We also take into consideration if your 
charity is accredited by GFAS and/or 
TAA.  In some circumstances, we will 
conduct site visits. 



Annual Verification Process/Guardian Step One

Take the Next Step!
Guardian Step One & 

Annual Verification

December 1- December 31

Once approved as a Member, the profile of your 
equine charity will be displayed on the Equine Welfare 
Network!
Your charity is required annually to attest in writing as 
to the accuracy of the information between December 
1 and December 31 each year.
Good News – Since you recently joined, there should 
be very few changes so all you need to do is review the 
information, update as needed,  and follow the 
instructions to submit the information for our review 
and approval.
More Good News – The annual verification process is 
also the first step in the Guardian process. 



Guardian Step Two: Take the time to impress us!

Take the Final Step!
Guardian Step Two Cycle

January 1 – March 31

Step Two is your opportunity to set your 
organization apart by impressing us with 
your accomplishments and goals.

Step Two also involves completing the 
Equine Census and Equine Costs for the 
past year and uploading your most 
recently filed 990.



Review

For each step in the process, once you have completed all the 

required information – 

• You will need to follow the instructions to SUBMIT the 

information. 

The only way we know that your information

is ready for review and approval is by

officially submitting the information.

• If we have questions, we will reach out to you.

• It often takes several back-and-forth communications to 

complete the process

Review Process and Recap

Recap
• New Applicants
      September 15 - October 15

• Member Annual Verification/Guardian Step 
One

     December 1 – December 31

• Guardian Step Two
      January 1- March 31**
** Specific deadline: 10 days after 
notification that Step One has been 
approved.



You will receive an email that your organization’s submission has been approved or deferred until the next year. 

Congratulations! 

The degree to which your charity meets the 

EQUUS Foundation requirements for equine 

welfare and business practices will determine 

whether you receive the Guardian designation 

or the Mentor accreditation and our Star Rating. 

Mentors receive a 5-Star rating. Guardians may 

receive a rating ranging from 1 to 4 stars.

Financial Support

Only Guardians and Mentors are eligible to 

participate in ongoing funding opportunities 

throughout the year and to receive our Equine 

Welfare Grants selected in August and announced 

in September. 

All Guardians receive a minimum grant of $500. 

Equine Welfare Grants range from $500 to $5,000.

Review our participation requirements at equusfoundation.org/eligibility 



Thank You!
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